St Ives Rowing Club Water Sharing Guidelines

Important points to remember: -

· The Club shares the water with many other users, both recreational and statutory.

· However we have no more rights to enjoy the water than anyone else and are involved in a high profile sport that is respected across the country.

Therefore the Club Guidelines for sharing the Water are: -

1. Navigation Rules

If we are going to share the water with others we need to speak the same language. Port and Starboard are standard terms used under Navigation Rules.

· PORT is stroke side and is denoted to rowers by the colour RED. It is on the rower’s / sculler’s right hand side and the coxes left hand side.

· STARBOARD is bow side and is denoted to rowers by the colour GREEN. It is on the rower’s / sculler’s left hand side and the coxes right hand side.

· All boats should sit to the RIGHT (STARBOARD) hand side of the navigation channel.

· All boats follow the RIGHT Hand Rule and therefore should pass PORT side to PORT side.

2. Look Out

The majority of accidents and incidents take place due to people not looking out often enough. A single scull can move a long distance in 5 strokes, a double scull or pair even further, a quad, four or eight even further again.

· Please ensure that you regular check ahead by looking ahead. Ideally every 3 to 5 strokes, more when coming up to, or going around, a corner.

· Be aware of the distance it will take to bring the boat to a halt in an emergency

3. Water is a Shared Amenity

Rowers have the same rights as anyone else but are required to recognise the constraints that any large vessel operates under.

If we behave in a knowledgeable and tolerant manner we will maintain the co-operation of the statutory authorities

Other river craft, in particular barges and commercial craft, are often too large to go anywhere other than the navigation channel.

· You should not impede the passage of any larger craft; in particular on the Ouse this will apply to barges going around the tight bends at the top of the river.

4. Sound Signals

Sound Signals from other river craft are as follows

· I am altering my course to Starboard  ( * )

· I am altering my course to Port   ( * * )

· My engines are going Astern  ( * * * )
· I am doubtful if you are taking sufficient avoiding action ( * * * * * )

5. Currents and Bridges, including Locks

How long does it take to spin a boat? 45 seconds to a minute?

A stream of 4 knots will carry a boat over 100m in this time!

Wind direction can also affect this equation.

· Please spin boats taking note of these factors. DO NOT spin directly in front of the Town Bridge or locks at either end.

· When going through the Town Bridge please remember that currents are affected by bridges.

· Please study the Safety Plan of the river

6. Overtaking

The rules of overtaking are very simple.

· The overtaking crew has the responsibility of avoiding the crew/boat being overtaken.

· Duty of care dictates that both boats take reasonable action to avoid collision.

· Do not overtake around corners.

7. Noise Pollution

· Coaches and Coxes please ensure that loudhailers and cox boxes are set at a reasonable volume.

· Neighbouring residents can complain to the council and have in other areas had early morning rowing stopped.

8. Prosecution

· You / the Club can be prosecuted by the statutory authorities for foul and abusive language.

· You / the Club can be prosecuted for breaching navigation rules.

· A Club can be disciplined and stopped from competing for breaching the ARA Water Safety Code

9. Rude Rowers

Lack of tolerance and abusive language is a general problem for society. As rowers we are clearly identifiable as a group to each other and those outside the sport.

The water is getting more crowded due to more rowers and more water users.

Rowers are to blame when: -

· There are rower-to-rower clashes.

· They show an ignorance of navigation rules.

· They show a lack of simple courtesy.

· They adopt attitude of ‘Fastest is the most important’.

· Priority is put on the completion of a set piece of work above all else, including the safety of other water users.

Complaints from other rowers, other water users (this includes fishermen and people walking along riverside), and other clubs and officials when racing will result in the committee investigating the complaint. Disciplinary action may be brought against individuals or crews in accordance with the Club rules.

10. ARA Discipline & Grievance Procedure (Non-Competition)

· A club should take action for any breach of the Water Safety Code.

· If a club does not act effectively the Regional Water Safety advisor will mediate and advise the club.

· If the mediation does not result in appropriate action the Regional rowing Council will write to the club giving them at least seven days to act and outline the penalty that would be imposed if no action was taken.

· If a club fails to take the appropriate action then a penalty will be imposed

· If the club does not accept the decision then they may appeal to a Regional Hearing Panel

· If the decision of the Regional Hearing Panel is not accepted by the club then the case goes to a Special Hearing Panel whose decision is final.

11. ARA Competition Disciplinary Measures*

1) Caution

· Official Warning

· Disqualification from the race

2) Public Warning

· Disqualification of an individual competitor, a crew, or a club from all races at the Event

3) A fixed penalty fine of £50 for each individual, or £250 for a club**

4) A fine without limit and, or a ban from competition without limit, applicable to individuals or clubs.

*Disciplinary action will be brought against individuals or crews in accordance with the Club rules (excludes disqualification from race for false starts)

**Note that the £250 fine will paid for by offending crew(s)

12. Create a POSITIVE Sporting Culture!

· Belong to the ‘whole club’
· Use appropriate and positive language
· Embody the principles of the ARA Water Safety Code
· Represent your club, your sport and yourself in a positive way
The Committee reserves the right to revise and amend as appropriate the Water sharing guidelines and communicate to all members of the Club.
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